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1.  Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act,  1889. 
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Poliomyelitis  and  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever,  February, 
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WHITWORTH  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Medical  Officer’s  Annual  Report 

for  the  year  1919. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Whitworth  Urban 
District. 

Gentlemen  : 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  your  consideration  the 
Annual  Health  and  Mortality  Report  of  the  Whitworth  Urban 
District,  for  the  year  1919.  Most  of  the  sections  of  it  have 
been  dealt  with  in  my  Monthly  Reports,  but  there  are  one  or 
two  sections  to  which  I  would  especially  like  to  draw  your 
attention.  The  Report  as  a  whole  is  a  record  of  work  done  in 
the  first  year  after  the  Great  War.  Much  more  could  have  been 
done  under  normal  conditions,  but  what  we  formerly  regarded 
as  normal  conditions  do  not  seem  much  nearer  than  they  were 
during  the  War.  One  of  the  main  purposes  of  the  compilation 
of  the  Report  is  to  engender  a  popular  interest  in  the  subject, 
and  also  to  enlighten  public  opinion.  In  this  way  the  Local 
Authority  should  have  the  heartiest  support  in  trying  to  remedy 
defects  in  our  surroundings  and  conditions. 

Whitworth  is  a  scattered  area  about  fifteen  miles  from 
Manchester,  situated  in  the  Whitworth  Valley,  with  the  Spodden 
running  through  it  from  the  north  end  on  its  way  to  join  the 
Roach.  The  Valley  is  wider  at  the  south  end  and  gradually 
becomes  narrower  as  it  goes  north.  The  height  above  sea  level 
rises  from  600  to  1,000  feet.  The  Railway  is  a  branch  from 
the  main  line  at  Rochdale,  and  connects  with  Bacup,  the  alter¬ 
native  means  of  travelling  being  electric  tram-cars  between 
Rochdale  and  Bacup.  Houses  are  built  on  either  side  of  the 
road,  and  are  chiefly  of  stone.  The  district  is  hilly  and  the 
surroundings  have  made  building  sites  a  difficulty.  There  is 
one  main  road,  running  roughly  north  and  south,  about  four 
miles  long,  and  this  supports  much  heavy  traffic  on  its  way* 
between  Manchester  and  areas  in  north-east  Lancashire,  north 
of  Whitworth. 
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Situated  on  western  spurs  from  the  Pennine  Hills,  the 
geological  formation  is  sandstone  grit,  with  clay  subsoil.  This 
tends  to  a  cold,  damp  soil,  but,  owing  to  the  shape  of  the  valley, 
there  is  seldom  any  extensive  flooding.  The  land  slopes  up¬ 
wards  on  either  side  of  the  valley  (steeply  on  the  west  side)  to 
a  height  of  about  1,000  feet,  and  stretches  away  in  moorland 
for  miles.  The  pasturage  is  poor  on  the  whole  and  there  is  not 
much  cultivated  land  on  the  slopes.  Along  the  tops  are  ex¬ 
tensive  quarries  producing  Sandstone  Grit,  and  Coal  (mountain 
mines)  has  been  obtained  during  the  year  from  old  pits  re-opened 
owing  to  the  price  obtainable  for  poor  stuff. 

The  Urban  District  comprises  the  villages  of  Healey, 
Whitworth,  Facit,  Shawforth  and  Troughgate,  and  is  divided 
into  four  Wards  Healey;  Whitworth,  Facit  and  Shawforth. 
The  area  of  the  District  is  given  in  the  County  Official  Census 
return  of  Ordnance  Survey  as  4,685  acres. 

From  the  Census  of  1911  the  following  figures  of  population 
are  taken 


Wards. 

Males. 

Females. 

Totals 

Healey  . 

...  837  .... 

.  931  . 

...  1768 

Whitworth. . . . 

,..  1551  .... 

.  1751 . 

...  3302 

Facit  . 

...  1149  .... 

.  1285  . 

...  2434 

Shawforth  . . . . 

..  638  .... 

.  730  . 

...  1368 

4175 

4697 

8872 

The  Registrar  General  (through  Dr.  J.  J.  Butterworth,  our 
County  Medical  Officer)  estimates  the  total  population  at  the 
middle  of  1919  at  8,584,  and  on  this  basis  the  Birth  Rate  is 
calculated.  The  civilian  population  is  estimated  at  8,240,  on 
which  is  based  the  Death  Rate,  as  military  or  naval  deaths 
belonging  to  the  district  are  not  included  in  local  figures. 

The  district  is  a  manufacturing  one  and  the  chief  industries 
are  Quarrying,  Cotton  spinning  and  weaving,  and  Shuttle  and 
Picker  making.  Owing  to  a  high  percentage  of  female  labour 
the  proportion  of  workers  to  unemployed  is  high,  and  when 
trade  is  good  the  area  can  be  described  as  being  prosperous. 
The  various  occupations  may  be  said  to  be  fairly  healthy,  if  we 
exclude  weaving  sheds  where  “steaming'’  is  used.  We  have  an 
•  atmosphere  which  is  rarely  stagnant,  but  our  share  of  sunshine 
is  reduced  by  the  hills  on  either  side  of  the  valley.  For  many 
years  there  has  been  little  industrial  expansion. 
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Agriculture  is  carried  on  and  is  chiefly  confined  to  stock- 
raising  and  milk  production.  The  latter  is  chiefly  disposed  of 
locally.  The  land  under  cultivation  is  small  in  proportion  to 
the  acreage.  Good  hay  crops  are  obtained,  but  wheat  and  oats 
do  not  seem  to  ripen  well.  Both  soil  and  climate  are  against 
these.  The  results  obtained  on  the  allotments  have  been  good 
so  far  as  root  crops  are  concerned. 

The  Rateable  Value  of  the  area,  as  at  April,  1919,  was  for 
Buildings  £25,179  Os.  Od.,  and  for  Land  £7,564  10s.  Od.  The 
enhanced  value  of  Buildings  should  see  these  figures  much 
increased  during  1920. 


Number  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  NOTIFIED  During  the  Year  1919. 
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TABLE  B. 

Table  of  Monthly  Incidence  of  Infectious  Diseased.  1919 
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TABLE  D. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 


1919.  Nett  Deaths  prom  stated  causes  at  various  Ages  under 

1  Year  op  Age. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Under  1  Week 

1-2  Weeks 

2-3  Weeks 

3-4  Weeks 

Total  under 

1  Month 

1-3  Months 

3-6  Months 

6-9  Months 

9-12  Months 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

One 

Year. 

All  ( Certified  8... 
Causes.  ^  Uncertified  0... 

... 

... 

... 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

... 

...  1  8 

...  *  0 

"Small-pox  ...  ...  ... 

Chicken-pox  ...  . ..! 

j  Measles 
|  Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria  and  Croup  ... 
Whooping  Cough ... 

(  Diarrhoea  ... 

^Enteritis 

C  Tuberculous  Meningitis... 
<  Abdominal  Tuberculosis... 
(.  Other  Tuberculous  Disease 
r  Congenital  Malformations 
)  Premature  Birth  ... 

)  Atrophy,  Debility  ^ 

(.  Marasmus ) 

Atelectasis ... 

Injury  at  Birth 

Erysipelas  ... 

Syphilis 

Rickets 

Meningitis  not  Tuberculous 
Convulsions 

Gastritis 

Laryngitis  ... 

Bronchitis  ... 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 
Suffocation,  overlying 
Other  Causes 

1 

1 

1 

.  .  , 

1 

1 

2 

1 

» 

;;; 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

... 

2 

Total . 

2 

l 

... 

1 

4 

1 

... 

3 

8 

Births  in  the  year 


( legitimate,  109. 
^  illegitimate,  6. 


Deaths  in  the  year 


( legitimate  infants,  8 
illegitimate  infants.  0 
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Non-civilians  are  included  in  these  figures  for  England  and  Wales  but  not  for  other  areas 


BIRTHS, 


The  Registered  Births  were  115  ;  Males  61  and  Females 
54,  an  increase  of  21  on  the  previous  year.  Of  these  4  Males 
and  two  Females  were  illegitimate.  This  gives  a  Birth  Rate 
equal  to  13  M  per  1000,  as  compared  with  11  7  in  1918.  The 
Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  18'5  per  1000  of  the  total 
population.  The  figures  show  an  increase  in  common  with 
other  areas,  and  the  male  sex  predominates.  Thus  Nature  is 
helping  to  repair  the  ravages  of  war. 


The  following  table 


Healey. 

Males .  11  )  on 

Females...  12  j 


gives  the  births  in  the  Wards  as  under  : 
Whitworth.  Facit.  Shawforth 


22  l  44 

22  j  * 


DEATHS. 


The  Registered  Deaths  were  140  (males  63,  females  77). 
This  shows  a  decrease  of  20  on  the  previous  year  and  a  death 
rate  (calculated  on  the  civilian  population)  of  16 ‘9,  compared 
with  22 ‘3  in  1918. 

The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  13 ‘8  per  1000. 
Toe  mean  of  10  years  1909-1918  is  17-9. 

Transferable  deaths,  i.e. ,  deaths  of  residents  outside  the 
area  numbered  16. 

Dr.  Butterworth,  County  M.O.H.,  kindly  furnishes  the 
following  table  : — 

Per  1000  of  Population.  Pate  of 

Deaths 


Epidemic- 

Phthisis 

under  1 

Birth 

Death 

Death 

Death 

year  to 

rate. 

rate. 

rate. 

rate. 

1000 

1919 . 

13-3 

16-9 

0-36 

0-97 

Births. 

69 

1918 . 

11-7 

22-3 

1*53 

1-53 

74 

Mean  of  Ten  Years 

1909-1918 . 

16-9 

17-9 

0-84 

1-37 

115 

Increase  or  Decrease 
in  1919  on 

Previous  Year . 

+  1-6 

-5-4 

—  1Y7 

-0-56 

-  5 

Ten  Year’s  average.. 

-3-6 

-DO 

-0-48 

-0-40 

-19 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Enteric  Fever 

Male. 

0 

Female. 

1 

Measles 

...  1 

0 

Diphtheria 

0 

1 

Influenza 

...  3 

7 

Erysipelas 

1 

0 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

...  2 

6 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  ... 

1 

1 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

...  1 

0 

Cancer 

5 

6 

Rheumatic  Fever 

...  0 

1 

Organic  Heart  Disease  ... 

6 

12 

Bronchitis 

...  1 

7 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

5 

4 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ... 

...  0 

2 

Appendicitis 

2 

0 

Bright’s  Disease 

...  8 

7 

Congenital  Debility 

2 

1 

Violence,  apart  from  Suicide 

...  1 

2 

Suicide 

3 

0 

Other  defined  diseases 

...  20 

18 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown  ... 

1 

1 

63  77 


The  reduction  in  the  number  of  deaths  is  chiefly  due  to 
fewer  Influenza  fatalities  during  the  year,  and  also  a  fall  in  the 
number  of  cases  of  Pneumonia,  20  and  19  respectively  for  1918. 

There  have  been  no  fatal  cases  of  Whooping  Cough. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Bright’s  Disease  is  still  too  high’ 
and  these  seem  to  do  very  badly  in  this  area.  I  daresay  this 
complaint  is  overlooked,  e.g.,  in  a  terminal  mode  of  death,  which 
is  certified  as  due  to  Apoplexy,  or  from  some  inter-current 
disease,  such  as  as  Acute  Bronchitis,  etc. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

Births  during  1919...  ...  ...  ...  115 

Deaths  during  1919  .  8 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  ...  69  per  1000  born 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  1918  ...  74  per  1000  born 
For  England  and  Wales,  1919  ...  89  per  1000  born 
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This  shows  the  number  of  infant  deaths  (i.e.,  under  1  year) 
registered  is  one  more  than  the  previous  year,  but  a  reduction 
of  the  mortality  rate  of  5  per  1000  born.  These  figures  are 
very  gratifying,  and  the  rate  is  a  record.  However,  to  draw 
deductions  from  the  figures  of  one  year  is  not  the  sound  use  of 
statistics.  Over  a  period  of  10  years  the  rate  is  115  per  1000 
born,  giving  a  fall  of  46  per  1000  born. 

CAUSES  OF  INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

Broncho-Pneumonia 
Marasmus 
Measles 

Accident  at  Parturition... 

Premature  Birth 
Convulsions 

8 


2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 


There  is  no  death  registered  of  any  illegitimate  child, 
although  the  number  of  illegitimate  births  is  still  too  high  (4 
males  and  2  females). 

Broadly  speaking,  half  of  our  infantile  deaths  for  the  year 
were  preventable.  The  remainder  were  due  to  ante-natal  in¬ 
fluences.  Here  the  question  of  inherited  disease  comes  in,  and 
especially  Syphilis.  This  is  a  curable  disease,  and  no  one  has 
now  any  excuse  for  ignorance  on  the  matter.  All  delicacy  must 
be  put  on  one  side.  Any  one  suffering  from  this  loathsome 
disease  can  be  treated  at  a  Centre  with  privacy.  They  need 
not  even  give  their  name.  It  does  not  matter  whether  they  are 
insured  under  the  State  System  or  not.  In  no  case  should 
marriage  take  place  without  thorough  treatment  and  subsequent 
blood  tests.  This  should  lead  to  a  further  reduction  in  the 
Infantile  mortality,  and  also  the  number  of  still-births. 

During  1918  we  had  a  wet  summer,  and  as  a  result  there 
was  a  marked  absence  of  Infantile  diarrhoea.  Infants  stand 
hot,  dry  summers  badly  as  a  rule,  and  this,  combined  with  a 
more  lively  interest  in  the  welfare  of  young  children,  has  helped 
to  reduce  the  rate  of  mortality. 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


previous  year 


The  number  of  notifications  received  during  the  year  was 
149,  as  compared  with  205  in  the  previous  year.  The  reduction 
is  due  entirely  to  the  fewer  cases  of  Measles.  147  were  received 
from  medical  practitioners- and  2  from  parents  or  guardians. 
They  were  : — 

Diphtheria  ... 

Erysipelas 
Scarlet  Fever 
Enteric  Fever  ... 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
Measles  and  German  Measles. 

Infectious  Diseases  not 

Pbeviously  Notifiable. 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  7  ,,  0 

Malaria  ...  ...  ...  2  ,,  0 


30 

6 

3 

1 

21 

7 

92 


>  > 


» » 


>  > 


i  > 


>> 


>» 


9 

7 

9 

1 

17 

3 

159 


149 


205 


Notification  on  the  whole  is  promptly  carried  out,  and  ^ 
would  here  remark  that  I  wish  that  we  had  fewer  cases  of  Pul¬ 
monary  Tuberculosis  reported  in  the  second  stage  It  is  some¬ 
times  a  very  difficult  matter  to  diagnose  Phthisis  in  its  early 
stage  with  accuracy,  and  by  the  time  the  Tubercle  bacillus  is 
found  in  the  sputum  the  chances  of  a  good  recovery  are  much 
reduced.  In  this  connection  I  would  press  the  advantage  of 
sending  doubtful  cases  to  the  County  Tuberculosis  Dispensary 
for  the  benefit  of  consultation.  It  is  only  by  early  co-operation 
in  this  way  that  we  can  hope  to  improve  our  results. 

Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  accommodation  is  limited  to 
Small-pox.  I  think  we  should  have  arrangements  made  for 
the  use  of  some  beds  from  a  neighbouring  Authority  for  cases 
of  serious  infectious  diseases. 


DIPHTHERIA. 

Mostly  mild  cases,  and  sporadic.  A  supply  of  Antitoxin 
and  a  sterilized  syringe  can  be  obtained  at  my  house  at  any 
time,  night  or  day.  During  the  year  14,000  c.c.  were  supplied 
by  the  Authority. 
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SMALL-POX. 


We  had  no  ease  during  the  year.  We  have  our  own 
Small-Pox  Hospital  at  Tonacliffe  with  12  beds.  Vaccination 
is  still  unsatisfactory.  During  1919,  the  Vaccination  Officer 
states,  the  number  of  exemptions  on  conscientious  grounds  in¬ 
creased  very  much.  No  lists  have  been  sent  by  the  Vaccination 
Officer  to  the  Public  Vaccinator  for  the  last  fifteen  months. 
Lancashire  would  probably  suffer  very  badly  if  we  have  an 
attack  of  Small-Pox,  and  we  require  gingering  up  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health.  No  vaccinations  by  the  M.O.H.  were  done 
during  the  year  under  the  Public  Health  (Small-Pox  Prevention) 
Regulations,  1917. 

INFLUENZA.  (Not  Notifiable.) 


This  disease  flared  up  again  in  February.  1919,  and  con¬ 
tinued  for  about  ten  weeks.  It  caused  much  illness,  and  for 
the  year  we  had  10  deaths.  In  accordance  with  the  L  G.B. 
General  Orders,  1  and  2,  the  Publio  Health  (Influenza)  Regu¬ 
lations,  1918,  measures  were  taken  on  the  same  lines  as  in  the 
previous  year. 


MALARIA. 

This  disease  became  notifiable  by  the  Public  Health 
(Pneumonia,  Malaria,  Dysentry,  etc.)  Regulations,  1919.  Many 
Service  men  have  returned  with  this  disease.  I  was  asked  in 
Council  why  this  was  made  a  notifiable  disease,  and  the  reason 
is  that  the  poison  is  in  the  blood  of  the  victim,  and  it  is 
propagated  by  the  bite  of  a  certain  mosquito.  Many  years  ago 
this  disease  was  endemic  in  England,  and  we  still  have  the 
particular  mosquito  which  is  capable  of  spreading  the  disease. 

MEASLES. 

One  death  is  recorded,  with  92  notifications.  The  type 
was  mild  as  the  juvenile  population  had  been  pretty  well 
immunised  in  1918. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  cases  notified  during  the  year  were  21  Pulmonary  and 
7  Non-Pulmonary — 28  in  all  as  compared  with  20  in  1918. 
Phthisis  is  responsible  for  a  death  rate  of  0’97  as  compared 
with  1-53  in  1918.  This  figure  is  still  higher  than  it  should  be. 

During  the  year  all  cases  at  whatever  stage  were  admitted 
to  a  Sanatorium  as  soon  as  possible,  if  the  patient  could  be 
safely  removed.  In  this  way  cases  in  which  we  could  not 
expect  either  a  “cure”  or  “arrest”  were  educated  by  their  stay 
in  a  Sanatorium.  This,  no  doubt,  is  a  costly  experiment  in 
their  education,  but  it  ensures  a  period  of  isolation,  and  this 
protects  other  inmates  of  the  infected  dwelling-house  in  “open” 
cases.  Five  cases  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  received 
surgical  treatment  in  general  hospitals. 

The  County' Scheme  is  working  well,  and  there  is  little 
delay  in  getting  admission  to  Sanatoria.  In  my  opinion  there 
is  now  little  prejudice  against  entering  a  Sanatorium  for  treat¬ 
ment,  and  only  one  case  during  the  year  refused  this  form  of 
treatment. 

Our  County  Nurse  (Tuberculosis)  has  done  excellent  work 
during  the  year,  and  the-  arrangements  for  watching  contacts 
and  after  care  at  home,  and  Dispensary,  are  excellent. 

On  the  whole  a  General  Hospital  is  not  always  the  best 
place  for  treating  surgical  Tuberculosis.  There  is  a  splendid 
chance  for  some  of  our  new  cotton  millionaires  to  get  rid  of 
some  of  their  wealth  by  endowing  a  Hospital  for  Surgical 
Tuberculosis,  to  be  used  by  combined  Authorities.  It  would 
yield  excellent  “returns.” 

•  -  ■  a  .  •  ^  w  .-if 

PNEUMONIA. 


This  disease  became  notifiable  in  January,  1919.  Most  of 
our  cases  occurred  during  February  and  March,  and  were  no 
doubt  connected  with  the  outbreak  of  Influenza  at  that  time. 
(See  Table  B.)  1  ■  . 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION. 

All  cases  of  Phthisis  or  suspected  cases  have  a  routine 
sputum  examination  by  arrangements  under  the  County  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Scheme. 

Specimens  examined  during  the  year  : — 


Sputum  Specimens .  43 

Blood  .  2  cases 

Swabs  from  Throat .  3 


The  latter  was  reported  on  by  Professor  Delfipine  of 
Manchester. 


HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 

We  are  well  served  by  Rochdale  Infirmary  for  surgical 
cases,  also  Manchester  Royal  Infirmary.  St.  Mary’s  Manchester 
for  Gynecological  cases  and  serious  maternity  cases.  If  only 
local  prejudice  could  be  overcome  the  Medical  Wards  at  Dearn- 
ley  (Guardians’  Hospital)  should  be  utilized  to  a  greater  extent, 
especially  in  chronic  cases. 

We  are  still  without  a  District  Nurse,  much  to  my  regret. 

AMBULANCE. 

Our  old  one-horse  Ambulance,  formerly  a  gift  from  the 
Rochdale  Division  of  the  County  Police,  is  now  a  thing  of  the 
past.  By  arrangement  with  Bacup  and  Rochdale  Authorities 
cases  are  removed  in  a  splendid  type  of  motor  ambulance.  It 
can  be  ordered  by  telephone  at  any  time  on  applying  at  the 
Council  Offices. 

DISINFECTION  AFTER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

In  all  cases,  except  after  Measles,  one  of  your  staff  carries 
this  out,  a  choice  of  formalin  or  sulphur  candles  being  offered. 
In  certain  cases  (e.g.,  some  of  Tuberculosis)  bedding  is  volun¬ 
tarily  surrendered  and  then  destroyed.  We  badly  require  some 
form  of  Steam  Disinfector  for  the  area,  as  all  articles  cannot  be 
thoroughly  dealt  with  in  the  domestic  wash-house. 
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TUBERCULOSIS  CASES. 


Sex 

Occupation 

Pulmonary 

Other  forms 

F 

Cotton  Weaver 

.  1 

0 

M 

Picker  Maker 

0 

1 

F 

Cotton  Operative 

1 

0 

F 

, ,  ... 

0 

1 

F 

House  Wife  . . . 

.  1 

0 

M 

School 

0 

1 

F 

Cotton  Operative 

.  1 

0 

F 

u  •  •  • 

1 

0 

F 

.  1 

0 

F 

J  i  •  •  * 

0 

1 

F 

> » 

.  1 

0 

F 

House  Wife 

1 

0 

M 

Quarryman 

.  1 

0 

F 

Infant 

0 

1 

F 

School 

.  0 

1 

M 

Quarryman 

1 

0 

M 

School 

.  1 

0 

F 

Shopkeeper 

1 

0 

F 

Cotton  Doubler 

.  1 

0 

M 

No  Occupation 

1 

0 

M 

>y 

.  0 

1 

M 

Cotton  Spinner 

1 

0 

M 

Quarryman 

.  1 

0 

M 

Labourer  ... 

1 

0 

M 

Quarryman 

.  1 

0 

POOR-LAW  RELIEF. 

The  amount  of  relief  for  Whitworth  District,  of  the 
Rochdale  Union,  during  1919,  shows  a  decrease.  The  Ministry 
has  regular  returns  made  by  the  Guardians  as  to  amounts. 

SCHOOLS. 

There  are  six  schools  within  the  area,  and  during  1919,  I 
am  glad  to  say,  no  closures  were  necessary.  I  inspected  all  of 
them  during  the  year  and  found  them  in  good  sanitary  condition. 

During  the  Influenza  epidemic  my  opinion  was  that  so 
long  as  the  school  staff  could  carry  on,  the  children  were  safer 
in  school  than  at  home,  so  I  decided  not  to  close  any  school. 
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SANITARY  CONVENIENCES. 


St.  Anselm’s  R.C . 

Facit  C.  E . 

Leavengreave  Council 
Hallfold  Congregational 
Shawforth  (St.  Michael’s)  ... 
Whitworth  C.E . 


Fresh  Water  Closets 
Pail  System 
Water  Carriage 

Pail  System 
Water  System 


RESPIRATORY  DISEASES. 

Excluding  Phthisis  we  had  19  deaths,  6  males  and  13 
females,  as  compared  with  35  in  1918.  The  reduction  is  due 
to  fewer  complications  following  on  Influenza  infections.  The 
death  rate  is  2‘3  as  compared  with  4-8  in  1918. 

THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (Venereal  Regulations)  1916. 

The  County  Scheme  is  in  full  working  order  and  is  being 
taken  advantage  of.  The  number  of  cases  in  ex-Service  men 
was  high,  probably  due  to  concealment  on  the  eve  of  demo¬ 
bilization.  No  special  action  has  been  taken  under  the  V.D. 
Act,  1917.  Ample  provision  for  treatment  exists,  and  the 
medical  profession  acts  in  co  operation.  Patients,  I  believe,  are 
now  more  ready  to  take  advantage  of  the  scheme.  Salversan 
or  substitutes  are  administered  at  the  Rochdale  Infirmary  (the 
V.D.  Centre  for  the  area)  and  this  is  preferable  to  its  being 
done  outside.  During  the  year  a  series  of  lectures  was  given 
under  the  auspices  of  the  L.C.C.  This  was  well  advertised  but 
the  attendance  was  wretched. 

ACCOMMODATION  IN  SCHOOLS. 


Facit  C.E . 

.  340 

Leavengreave  Council 

.  360 

Hallfold  Congregational 

.  370 

Shawforth  St.  Michael’s 

.  190 

Whitworth  C.E . 

.  478 

St.  Anselm’s  R.C  . 

.  206 

As  you  are  aware  the  plans  for  a  new  school  at  St.  Michael’s 
Shawforth,  are  still  in  abeyance,  and  it  is  probable  that  a  trans¬ 
fer  of  senior  scholars  to  other  school  accommodation  will  take 
place  in  the  near  future  to  relieve  the  present  school,  which 
stands  condemned  by  the  Education  Department. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

This  is  obtained  chiefly  from  Rochdale  Corporation  (Cowm 
and  Spring  Mill  Reservoirs).  It  is  of  good  quality  and  soft. 
The  supply  is  constant  and  fairly  abundant.  In  very  dry 
weather  public  notices  have  sometimes  been  issued,  asking  the 
inhabitants  to  be  economical  in  its  use. 

No  case  of  lead  contamination  has  been  notified  during  the 

year. 

Most  of  the  houses  and  farms  on  the  slopes  and  outlying 
parts  are  supplied  from  springs  In  some  cases  they  are  liable 
to  surface  contamination.  No  complaints  have  been  received 
during  the  year. 


SEWERAGE. 

The  area  is  well  sewered  by  a  combined  system  of  sewage 
and  surface  water.  Oar  outfall  works  at  Tonacliffe  have  been 
worked  satisfactorily,  and  the  method  of  disposal  is  by  pre¬ 
cipitation,  filtration,  and  land  irrigation.  The  reports  on  the 
effluent  have  been  excellent  during  the  year,  and  twice  we  came 
out  at  the  top  of  the  list.  The  effluent  enters  the  river  close  to 
the  Sewage  Works. 

POLLUTION  OF  STREAMS. 


No  complaints  were  received  during  the  year,  and  this  is 
dealt  with  by  the  Mersey  and  Irwell  River  Board  when 
necessary. 


EXCREMENT  DISPOSAL. 

The  method  of  disposal  is  carried  out  on  the  pail  system 
by  the  Council’s  staff.  Much  good  work  is  on  hand  now,  and 
during  the  year  1919  it  is  gratifying  to  record  that  excellent 
progress  ha3  been  made  in  converting  from  the  old  system  to 
water  carriage.  I  hope  to  report  ere  long  that  every  mill  in 
the  area  has  a  water  carriage  system.  For  details  as  to  number 
of  closets  vide  Sanitary  Inspector's  Report  at  Page  32. 
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SCAVENGING 

is  done  efficiently  by  our  own  scavengers.  Ashes  are  removed 
weekly  and  deposited  on  tips.  Particulars  are  in  the  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  Report.  Some  day  soon  I  hope  the  Council  will 
work  out  a  scheme  for  a  Refuse  Destroyer,  and  a  plan  for 
utilizing  the  energy  and  by-products  so  obtained. 


SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 


Owing  to  the  Control  of  Food  these  have  only  been  used 
occasionally  during  1919.  They  are  regularly  inspected,  and 
are  well  supplied  with  Corporation  water.  The  ideal  I  want  to 
see  is  a  public  abattoir  established  in  the  district,  with  arrange¬ 
ments  for  inspection  of  meat  at  the  time  of  slaughter.  This 
must  come  sooner  or  later  if  we  are  to  exercise  any  real  influence 
on  our  meat  supply. 


BAKE  HOUSES. 


We  have  no  underground  bake  houses,  and  the  provisions 
of  the  “Factory  and  Workshops  Acts”  have  been  carried  out. 


COWSHEDS  AND  DAIRIES. 


The  Regulations  under  the  Order  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  have  been  complied  with. 

There  are  20  cowkeepers  and  40  milk  purveyors  on  the 
Register.  The  Sanitary  Inspector’s  monthly  reports  have  been 
satisfactory  in  regard  to  the  premises. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT. 


The  Regulations  under  Section  132  of  this  Act  have  been 
complied  with  and  the  Tables  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of 
State. 
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MID  WIVES  ACT. 

The  County  is  the  supervising  authority.  It  has  not  been 
found  necessary  to  forward  any  report  during  the  year. 

FOOD. 

No  action  was  required  to  be  taken  under  this  head  during 
the  year,  but  690  lbs.  of  meat  was  Surrendered  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption. 

MILK. 

During  the  year  this  was  supplied  in  fair  quality  at  a  high 
price.  Fortunately  no  interruption  of  supply  occurred  from 
friction  between  purveyors  and  consumers  at  any  time.  In 
spite  of  the  high  price  given  one  farmer  was  convicted  of  adding 
water  and  received  a  stiff  fine.  In  these  days  it  would  be  better 
to  reward  such  enterprise  by  imprisonment  I  think,  and  thus 
encourage  those  who  are  not  discovered  to  mend  their  evil  ways 
In  this  area  much  could  be  done  to  improve  the  quality  of  our 
milk  supply  by  exercising  more  care  in  its  handling.  The 
methods  of  production  and  handling  milk  have  far  more  effect 
on  its  quality  than  have  the  premises  where  it  is  produced 
or  handled.  It  is  thus  chiefly  a  question  of  care  and  not  capital 
expenditure.  The  chief  essentials  are:  — 

(1)  Healthy  cows. 

(2)  Buildings  should  be  clean,  light,  and  well  ventilated. 

(3)  Before  milking  the  cows  should  be  cleaned. 

(I)  The  persons  milking  the  cows  should  be  healthy  and 
free  from  contact  with  any  person  suffering  from 
contagious  disease. 

(5)  All  utensils  should  be  easily  cleaned  and  constructed 

accordingly. 

(6)  All  milk  should  be  strained  and  cooled  at  once. 

Recent  figures  show  that  observations  taken  give  6  per 
cent,  to  10  per  cent,  of  milk' sent  into  towns  contain  the  germs 
of  Tuberculosis  Knowing  how  susceptible  children  are  to 
Tuberculosis  we  have  cause  to  think  furiously.  I  have  fre¬ 
quently  during  the  year  had  complaints  of  milk  going  bad  in  a 
few  hours  during  summer  weather.  This  indicates  that  the 
milk  is  not  properly  handled.  The  Ministry  of  Health  rightly 


takes  an  emphatic  view  of  this  matter,  and  when  the  Act  of 
Parliament  amending  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Act  comes  into 
force  it  should  alter  things  for  the  better.  The  orders  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  re  Supply  of  Milk,  have  been  carried  out. 

The  1919  Orders  revoke  “The  Milk  (Mothers  and  Children) 
Orders  of  1918,”  and  re-enacts  them  with  the  following  modifi¬ 
cations  : — 

“(1)  The  Order  relates  to  milk  only  and  not  to  food. 

(2)  The  power  of  the  L.G.  B.  to  require  Local  Authorities 

to  make  arrangements  for  the  supply  of  milk  has 
been  omitted. 

(3)  Local  Authorities  are  empowered  to  supply  milk  free 

or  at  less  than  cost  price,  not  merely  in  necessitous 
cases,  but  also  where  such  a  supply  is  necessary 
because  of  the  retail  price  of  milk  in  any  area. 

(4)  The  quantity  of  milk  to  be  supplied  is  prescribed  by 

the  new  Order.” 

“The  effect  of  the  new  Order,  therefore,  is  to  empower 
Local  Authorities  to  supply  milk  to  expectant  and 
nursing  mothers  and  young  children  without  pre¬ 
viously  obtaining  the  consent  of  the  Minister  of 
Health,  free,  or  under  cost  price,  where  some  per¬ 
son  authorised  by  the  Local  Authority  certifies  this 
to  be  necessary  by  reason  of  the  retail  price  of  milk 
in  the  District.” 

INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRE. 

This  work  is  flourishing  and  the  average  attendance  is 
nearly  doubled.  We  are  fortunate  in  having  Nurse  Rochell 
(L.C  C.)  in  charge  of  the  area,  and  as  she  is  also  School  Nurse, 
we  are  well  in  touch  with  matters,  up  to  school  age.  Old 
prejudices  are  gradually  disappearing  and  I  feel  that  the  work 
is  going  on  right  lines.  I  would  like  a  Ladies’  Committee  to 
help  in  developing  things  generally.  During  the  year  we  have 
been  able  to  provide  Virol,  Malt  and  Oil,  and  Sugar  to  suitable 
cases,  and  this  has  been  much  appreciated.  (See  the  Nurse’s 
Report  on  page  28). 

I  attend  fortnightly  and  examine  and  record  all  new  cases. 
The  Centre  is  open  2-30  to  4  o’clock  each  Thursday  and  Nurse 
Rochell  is  always  glad  to  have  visitors. 


MATERNITY  WELFARE. 


This  work  is  done  mainly  in  the  district  and  not  at  a  con¬ 
sulting  centre  Every  expectant  mother  should  be  seen  by  the 
family  doctor  for  observation  during  the  pre-natal  period.  The 
district  visitor  visits  all  expectant  mothers  who  desire  it,  and 
the  number  of  visits  is  increasing. 

I  am  sorry  to  report  we  are  still  without  a  certified  mid¬ 
wife  resident  in  the  district.  With  a  population  of  8,584  and 
115  Births  we  should  have  a  mid-wife  who  could  make  a  living. 
However  there  is  an  acute  shortage  of  mid-wives  all  over  the 
country.  It  is  trying  work  and  badly  remunerated.  In  the 
near  future  a  scheme  for  increasing  training  facilities  in  the 
County  should  help  matters.  Dr.  Butterworth,  our  County 
appreciates  local  conditions  and  has  promised  some 
help  when  certain  difficulties  can  be  overcome. 

HOUSING. 

♦ 

In  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  a  complete  and  thorough  survey  of  houses  in  the  area 
has  been  undertaken. 

I  need  not  remind  you  that  we  are  dealing  with  much  old 
property,  some  of  it  nearly  100  years  old,  and  much  of  it  erected 
at  one  time  by  mill-owners,  solely  for  the  use  and  convenience 
of  their  operatives. 

Owing  to  the  geographical  position  of  the  area  suitable  sites 
must  have  been  difficult  to  find,  and  of  course  are  still  more  so 
now.  The  area  can  be  described  as  one  long  street  running 
north  and  south  through  the  Whitworth  Valley,  with  very  little 
level  ground  available  on  either  side  of  the  Valley. 

At  the  present  time  I  am  of  opinion  that  there  is  no  acute 
shortage  of  houses  in  the  area  from  the  point  of  view  of  num¬ 
bers,  but  from  the  point  of  view  of  suitable  houses,  the  need  is  ' 
most  acute. 

We  have  families  housed  in  our  area  who  would  normally 
live  in  the  district  where  they  are  earning  their  living,  but  who 
travel  night  and  morning  to  adjoining  areas,  such  as  Rochdale 
and  Bacup. 

In  this  area  a  certain  proportion  of  the  houses,  although 
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“back  to  back"  could  not  be  designated  “insanitary,”  but  most 
of  these  must  cease  to  exist  as  such,  to  meet  the  views  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health. 


I  am  of  opinion  that  the  number  of  back-to-back  houses 
which  could  be  altered  structurally  to  meet  new  regulations 
would  not  be  more  than  20  per  cent.  It  would  not  be  possible 
to  convert  many  of  them  at  all.  The  only  logical  sequence  is 
that  demolition  must  take  place,  with  replacement  to  follow. 
This  means  that  a  certain  number  of  new  houses  must  be  built 
before  displacements  can  take  place. 

In  putting  forward  a  Building  Scheme  we  can  say  that  a 
minimum  of  300  new  houses  must  be  calculated  for,  and  of  that 
number  not  more  than  5  per  cent,  must  be  houses  with  only 
two  bedrooms. 


At  this  date  Plans  for  the  erection  of  20  new  houses  at 
Facit  have  been  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  the 
scheme  is  being  pressed  forward. 


HOUSING  ACTS,  1890  TO  1919. 

There  was  nothing  done  during  the  year,  except  with 
regard  to  preparing  our  Housing  Scheme.  Local  conditions 
with  regard  to  labour  and  material  have  been  insurmountable, 
and  only  minor  defects  have  been  dealt  with  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts.  (See  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report,  Page  29.) 

In  conclusion  I  extend  my  thanks  to  Mr.  Holt,  Chairman 
of  the  Health  Commiitee,  and  all  the  members  for  much  help 
and  appreciation  in  my  work  during  the  year.  I  am  also  in¬ 
debted  to  my  colleagues,  Mr.  J.  J.  Cordingley,  our  Sanitary 
Inspector,  and  Mr.  J.  C.  Clegg,  our  Surveyor,  for  their  kind  help 
in  preparing  my  Annual  Report. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  sincerely, 

T.  J.  L.  FORBES,  m.b.,  c.m., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Whitworth  House , 

31st  March ,  1920 


REPORT  BY  HEALTH  VISITOR. 

(NURSE  ROCHELL,  L.C.C.) 

To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Whitiuorth  Urban  District 

Sir, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  a  brief  report  for  the  year 
1919,  during  six  months  of  which  year  I  acted  as  Health 
Visitor.  I  make  detailed  monthly  reports  to  the  County  M.O.II. 

All  Births  notified  under  the  Births  Extension  Act  have 
been  regularly  visited,  and  following-up  visits  have  been  paid 
where  circumstances  required  it.  The  number  of  Births  so 
notified  was  1 15.  On  the  whole  1  have  been  received  courteously, 
with  a  few  exceptions,  but  I  hope  that  old  prejudices  will 
gradually  disappear. 

I  have  also  made  special  visits  to  cases  of  Pneumonia, 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  Bronchitis,  Umbilical  Hernia, 
Premature  Infants,  Measles,  and  to  expectant  mothers,  on  your 
recommendation.  The  health  of  infants  and  young  children 
throughout  the  year  has  been  on  the  whole  good. 

I  would  like  to  have  the  names  of  mothers  (expectant)  in 
the  district,  either  from  Midwives  or  themselves,  so  that  I  can 
visit  them  at  home,  or  see  them  at  the  Welfare  Centre.  In  this 
way  any  abnormality  or  unusual  condition  may  be  discovered 
early,  and  medical  help  suggested. 

INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRE. 

Attendances  have  improved  very  much,  and  the  Centre 
was  open  on  46  occasions.  Holidays  and  Influenza  account  for 
6  closures.  During  the  months  of  November  and  December 
the  attendance  fell  off  owing  to  bad  weather.  The  weekly 
average  attendance  has  been  about  9. 

Under  I  year  .  244 

I  to  2  years .  66 

Over  2  years  .  26 

The  mothers  seem  to  appreciate  the  Centre,  and  over  a  cup 
of  tea  matters  relating  to  feeding,  clothing  and  general  manage¬ 
ment  receive  attention. 

The  supplies  of  Malt,  Virol,  Sugar,  etc  ,  have  been  very 
useful. 

I  am,  Yours  obediently, 

(Signed)  M.  ROCHELL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Sanitary  and  Housing  Inspector, 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Whitworth  Urban 
District  Council 

Gentlemen  : 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Seventeenth  Annual  Report 
for  the  twelve  months  ended  31st  December,  1919. 

Since  my  appointment  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  department 
has  increased  considerably  and  additional  duties  keep  being 
added. 

The  following  Schedule  gives  in  brief  the  details  of  the 
cases  attended  to  by  me  during  the  year: — 


Defective  House  roofs  repaired .  1 

,,  Rain  water  troughs  remedied  .  8 

,,  House  chimneys  repaired  .  1 

„  Waste  water  closets  remedied .  10 

,,  Ashpits  roofs  repaired  .  2 

„  Rain  water  pipes  remedied  . 0 

,,  Flagging  remedied . 2 

,,  Gullies  traps  replaced  . 3 

,,  Ash-pit  doors  repaired  (new  ones  fixed) . . .  6 

,,  Ash-pit  doors  repaired .  5 

„  Drains  taken  up  and  relaid  .  8 

„  Drains  remedied  .  6 

,,  Cow-shed  roofs  re-slated  .  1 

,,  Sink  pipes  remedied  . 5 

,,  Soil  pipes  remedied  .  2 

,,  Ash-pits  taken  down .  1 

„  Closets  repaired  (roofs,  etc.) .  11 

,,  Closet  doors  repaired .  10 

,,  Closet  seats  (new  ones  provided) .  6 

„  Passages  re-flagged  .  1 
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Dirty  closets  cleansed  .  8 

New  windows  fixed  in  cow-sheds . 2 

Drains  opened  and  cleansed  .  28 

Overcrowding .  4 

Gully  traps  cleaned  out .  9 

Open  drains  trapped  .  1 

Dirty  passages  cleansed .  4 

Bedding  burnt  by  request .  7 

Miscellaneous .  6 

New  baths  fixed .  2 

New  lavatories  fixed  . 1 

Drains  tested  .  1 

Pail  closets  abolished . 5 

New  fresh  water  closets  erected  .  3 

Pail  closets  converted  to  water  carriage  system .  18 

Houses  fumigated  .  35 


The  drainage  of  two  houses  at  Ending  not  being  satisfac¬ 
tory,  notice  was  served  upon  the  owner  to  re-drain  the  same. 
The  property  in  the  meantime  was  sold  and  the  purchaser  has 
made  them  into  one  house  and  laid  new  drains  to  the  Council’s 
sewer. 


SLAUGHTER  HOUSES, 


There  are  8  registered  slaughter  houses  in  the  district. 

690  lbs.  of  meat  which  was  unfit  for  human  consumption 
has  been  surrendered. 

.  .  .  t 

The  meat  sold  in  the  district  during  the  period  of  the  War 
has  not  been  of  the  quality  usually  sold.  I  am,  however,  of 
the  opinion  that  we  shall  get  a  better  quality  when  the  Butchers 
are  again  free  to  make  their  purchases  in  the  open  market. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  are  two  in  the  district,  1  Tripe  Boiler  and  1  Fell- 
monger.  Both  of  the  premises  in  which  these  trades  are 
carried  on  are  kept  in  a  cleanly  condition,  and  every  precaution 
taken  to  obviate  a  nuisance  arising. 
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Dairies,  Cow-sheds,  and  Milkshops  Order,  1885. 

There  are  on  the  Register  20  Cow-keepers,  and  40  Cow- 
keepers  and  Purveyors  of  Milk. 

During  the  year  162  inspections  were  made. 

Nine  applications  for  Registration  have  been  made  during 
the  year  and  all  were  granted. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT,  1901. 

The  Workshops  in  the  district  have  been  visited  and  in¬ 
spected  under  the  above  Act. 

In  one  case  the  occupier  had  fixed  a  machine  in  another 
part  of  the  building.  It  was  explained  to  him  that  it  must  be 
considered  as  a  part  of  the  bake-house  and  would  have  to  be 
limewashed  as  required  by  the  Act.  It  has  since  been  attended 
to.  On  the  whole  the  Workshops  in  the  district  are  kept  in  a 
satisfactory  condition. 

The  following  are  a  list  of  Workshops  within  the  district 


coming  under  the  Act  : — 

Boot,  Shoe  and  Clog  Makers  .  2 

Clog  Makers .  7 

Boot  and  Shoe  Makers .  7 

Dressmakers  .  3 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  . 18 

Tailors  . 1 

Dressmakers  and  Milliners .  2 

Milliners  .  3 

Saddle  and  Harness  Makers  .  1 

Other  Trades . 15 


Eight  Dwelling  Houses  have  been  demolished  in  Healey 
Ward.  These  are  being  replaced  by  three  new  houses  of  a 
more  modern  type. 

Two  Petrol  Licenses  have  been  issued. 

During  the  year  a  new  Nightsoil  cart  has  been  purchased, 
and  I  am  pleased  to  say  it  is  more  satisfactory  than  the  ones 
previously  used.  I  am  hoping  in  the  near  future  that  the  carts 
for  the  removal  of  house  refuse  will  be  of  a  type  more  up-to-date 
than  those  at  present  in  use  for  the  purpose. 


A  pleasing  feature  of  the  report  this  year  is  the  conversion 
of  Pail  closets  to  the  water  carriage  system.  I  interviewed 
nine  owners  and  managers  of  the  various  mills  in  the  district 
who  had  the  closets  on  the  Pail  system  and  all  decided  to  con¬ 
vert  to  the  above  system.  The  closets  at  four  of  the  mills  have 
completed  and  the  others  are  well  in  hand. 

SANITARY  CONVENIENCES. 

Water  closets .  276 

WasteWater  Closets .  200 

Pail  Closets  . .....1444 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Health  Committee  for  their  support  given  me  in  the 
discharge  of  my  duties  as  Sanitary  and  Housing  Inspector. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obedient  servent, 

JNO.  J.  CORDINGLEY,  a.r.s.i.,  r.p.o. 


Sanitary  and  Housing  Inspector. 


